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Healer’s business skills  
guided our charities

FOR THOSE of us who knew him well, Geoffrey Cragg’s name was 
synonymous with both Spiritualism and charity. So it was almost 
inevitable that the one-time businessman, who passed on 11 May at the 
age of 85, was closely associated with the Spiritual Truth Foundation 
(STF) for many years.

The chartered accountant’s passion for 
helping others – humans and animals – was 
channelled in a number ways, including 
holding office in Spiritualist organisations, 
giving healing at the London Spiritual 
Mission (LSM), where his wife Vivien, who 
passed in 2012 , was the organist . He also 
became the company secretary of the 
Spiritual Truth Foundation (STF). 

In that capacity, he played a key role 
in negotiating the transfer of ownership 
of Psychic News from the STF to the 
Spiritualists’ National Union in 1995.

His combination of business acumen 
and compassionate spirituality led the 
Greater World Christian Spiritualist 
League to spot his potential much earlier. 
In 1980, when he was a globe-trotting 
corporate trouble-shooter working for 
a large industrial conglomerate, they 
appointed him as a vice-president.

Two years later, he became the Greater 
World’s treasurer. He and Vivien were 
also great friends and supporters of Fred 
and Nora Moor who ran a shelter in Leeds, 
Yorkshire, for homeless women and 

children on behalf of the Greater World.
In an interview with Psychic News in 

1980 he expressed some forthright views 
on the problems facing Spiritualism. 
“Churches exist primarily for the passer-
by, the first-time visitor,” he told our 
reporter. “If the building they enter is 
old, dilapidated and uncared for, who can 
blame them for rejecting what goes on 
inside?”

After moving south, he and Vivien 
began their 30-year association with 
the LSM and Geoffrey also became the 
chief administrator of the Spiritual Truth 
Foundation. Dealing with everything from 
assessing and responding to requests 
for financial assistance from individual 
Spiritualists who had fallen on hard times 
or churches needing help, to drawing up 
contracts with overseas publishers seeking 
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to spread the teachings of Silver Birch – the 

copyright of which is owned by the charity – 

in their own language.

Although he never sought the limelight, 

on his retirement as STF Secretary last year 

his fellow trustees ensured his hard work 

and dedication would not be forgotten. They 

established The Geoffrey Craggs Award and 

announced that each year a complete set of 

Silver Birch books, worth well over £100, will 

be presented to an outstanding Spiritualist 

student of mediumship, healing, philosophical 

speaking or pastoral work.

That recognition would have delighted 

Geoffrey, but for him the greatest reward will 

have been his reunion with Vivien in the next 

world. 

His funeral will be held on 7 June, in 

Surrey, and the London Spiritual Mission is 

also planning a celebration of the couple’s 

lives and the dedicated service they gave to 

the church. n

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED!
Ken Pretty takes his leave after demonstrating spirit truths in three countries

FEW modern mediums can hope to equal the impressive contribution 
that Ken Pretty made to Spiritualism. 

Born in London in 1931, he soon 
became a popular young platform 
medium, combining humour, a 
captivating smile 
and highly evidential 
spirit messages that 
introduced many not 
only to spirit truths 
but to the philosophy 
of Spiritualism.

He then moved to 
Spain, running his own 
centre on the Costa 
Blanca and reaching 
a new audience eager 
to learn more about 
Spiritualism and to 
develop their own 
gifts in his circle.

A new phase in 
his life began in 2001 when he was 
invited to New Zealand to demonstrate 
mediumship and run workshops for 
two months. A year later, his friends 
around the world received a surprise 
communication telling them that he had 

now settled in that country, having met 
a New Zealander, Elizabeth, who was 
president of The Spiritualist Alliance, 

New Zealand. They 
married in November 
2002.

Ken wrote a book, 
Spirit and Me! (Born A 
Medium), about his life 
and psychic development, 
which also offered advice 
to future mediums. 
For over 20 years he 
contributed a monthly 
column to Psychic World, 
and continued to do the 
work he loved right up to 
the end.

On 24 April, Ken 
told his many Facebook 

followers that he had been in hospital 
where he suffered a cardiac arrest on 
arrival and two further heart attacks in 
the following fortnight. He admitted “it’s 
going to be a long haul getting back to 
something like normal”, adding that his 

spirit doorkeeper, Tuan, had told him he 
must no longer do any trance work. 

Always an optimist, Ken added that 
“maybe I may still do rostrum work once 
a month and conduct my open circle 
twice a month” and he ended by asking 
for healing prayers.

Two days later, however, his wife, 
Elizabeth Pretty, announced on his 
Facebook page that “a great light 
for Spirit and Spiritualism went out 
yesterday…. Whilst we were holding our 
Anzac Service [which commemorates 
Australians and New Zealanders who 
served and died in World War One] Ken’s 
earth journey came to an end.

“On 25 April his mission was 
completed – though there were times 
he thought it was a case of ‘mission 
impossible’ – and so he ‘departed’ for 
the ultimate journey in the greater 
consciousness he spoke of, and taught for 
so long.”

Elizabeth ended with these words: 
“I would say it was a successful mission 
– well done, my Dearest Darling. It was 
a privilege and a blessing to share your 
life.” n

Geoffrey Craggs (left) with John and Molly Smith of the USM Benevolent Fund which 
became part of the Spiritual Truth Foundation (Photo: Roy Stemman)

Ken Pretty


